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A PROMISING WEARER OF A WORTHY NAME 

By Hillary Bell 
Wit/i 07'ighial illustrations by Hcva Coo/nans. 

Mllr Heva Coomans comes of a family distinguished in art. Her father was 
a famous painter, her brother and sister have given good account of their parental 
inheritance. The young artist whose pictures are herewith reproduced for our 
study proves in various ways that she is the worthy daughter of a gifted sire. 
Mile Heva's first toys were paint-brushes, her nursery was the studio; her earliest 
impressions were those of line and color. Thus trained, from the inception of 
thought, to consider the problem of beauty, she has given earnest and intelligent 
effort to discover its secret. Her endeavors are not always successful. But she 
has no faults that cannot be amended by so ambitious a spirit, and even in her 
immature work we may find qualities that give promise of a prosperous future. 

It is possible to discern many excellent and encouraging notes in each canvas 
of this youthful painter. She is industrious, ambitious in theme and careful in 
detail, she is bold but not over-bold, the modesty of her sex still governing the 
impulses of her imagination. She has that belief in her own abilities which, how- 
ever much it may fail to impress the world, is the best friend of genius. B}' this 
instinctive knowledge of power, Mile Coomans occasionally dashes into a certain 
vigor of expression that is astonishing in a woman and still more remarkable in a 
young woman. Observe the figure at the fountain; that is good drapery, boldly 
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A POMPEIIAN FLOWER-MERCHANT 



arranged, excellent in texture, well brushed in. If the head, arms and feet had 
been so finely treated she must have produced a picture worthy of the name of 
Coomans. 
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CAPTIVE 



Mile Heva paints with sentiment rather than thought, and relies on emotion. 
She has not gone through the travail and distress of the charcoal period and her 
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compositions, thouo^h usually pleasing to the eye, are often confusing to the mind. 
There is generally some conflict between her torsos, heads and limbs, wiiich all the 
pleasant cordiality of color will not assuage. The bird-seller, for example, has 
very sturdy feet, yet she does not stand on them. ^[lle Coomans apparently 
realizes this defect in her skill, for she constantly gives large ])etlal extremities to 
her models, and tries to excuse the matter by making their hands too small. 

Let this ambitious lady give more heed to her drawing, and get the ilgure all 




THi£ mi:s.sa(;k 



A Proniisino- Wearer oi a VVorthv Name 



159 




THE ]'.IRD-M1£RCIIANT 



ri.^ht before she drapes it. She has an enga^^ing, amiable quaHty, which soothes 
the pubbc but does not lioodwink the critics. If ]\Ille Coonums will be more 
careftd with her composition and colors we shall have many good words to say 
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INDliK THE SI'HLL 



about her. At ])resent she kicks tone, sinii)licity, aniitomy and consistency, in all 
of which her father was distini^uished. Her merits are inherited, not her faults; 
and with study she will do justice to the name she wears with ^i^a'cat promise. 



